
2021 Fall News

Message from the President

Good news! We are holding our in-person Annual Meeting and Luncheon 
this year! Please get it on your Calendar ~ Saturday, November 13 at 11:15. 
We will send details and more information your way very soon, so watch 
your inbox! I’m looking forward to seeing all of you again.

I don’t know about you but talking with members and friends in our 
chapter is inspiring! Community in making art can be very productive 
and spark new ideas. Jane Hancock organizes our monthly 
studio times, so please check that out on our Website. We’re moving 
together to more normal times, and it feels GREAT.

I hope to see you in November!!

Best, Pat Robinson Schmidt
President
Great River Chapter of the ASBA

Fleurs, Ernest-Ange Duez, drypoint,1894, collection Minneapolis Institute of Art*

* Ernest-Ange Duez’s almost botanical detailing signifies the burgeoning field of plant science that was developing alongside 
  Art Nouveau. In Paris, public greenhouses multiplied after 1850, enabling artists to study blooms all year long.
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Chapter News

Annual Meeting and Luncheon

The GRC Annual Meeting will be held on 
Saturday, November 13, 11:15-1:45 pm at 
Edina Country Club, 5100 Wooddale 
Avenue, Edina. There will be a silent 
auction again this year so select your 
item(s) for the sale and come join in the 
fun. In addition to the short business 
meeting there will be plenty of social time 
to greet old friends and make new ones.

Studio Days Have Resumed

Eight GRC members got together on August 13 
for our first studio day (really a studio morning) 
after a year and a half hiatus. The conversation was 
lively, and we even got some work done on our 
art projects!

Members are warmly invited to these informal 
monthly get-togethers to bring a project and work 
on it in a casual and friendly setting. We gather at 
meeting rooms in public libraries, alternating 
between St Paul and a west suburb.

Meetings are held the second Friday morning of 
each month, from 10:00 to noon. Watch for emailed 
announcements, or check the “upcoming events” 
page of the GRC website.

Please note a few changes from past years:
 • Some of the meeting rooms we use have capacity 
    limits; therefore there will be a sign-up process in 
    certain months. Watch for specifics in the  
    monthly event announcements.
• There are COVID precautions: we will be 
   vaccinated, wear masks, and distance.

If you have questions please contact Jane Hancock 
at hanco001@umn.edu

Planning for Next Year

We want your ideas for field trips and 
educational opportunities for next year. Please 
bring ideas to the luncheon or send to Pat Schmidt 
silverleafdesign.schmidt@gmail.com
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Inspired by Nature Exhibition 2021

Great River Chapter’s 14th Annual “Inspired by 
Nature” Exhibition was held at Artistry in 
Bloomington, July 1-August 6, 2021. 
73 botanical artworks by 33 artists were on display. 

Judges Marilyn Garber and Professor Lynne 
Gildensoph selected 5 award winners. 
There were 2 sales: Jane Hancock’s “Wild Plum”  
and Barb Bjornson’s “Stargazer Lily.”

Award Recipients

Best of Show: 
Connie Scanlon: Crabapples

First Place: 
Linda Powers: Spider Orchid

Second Place:
Ronda Dick: Collection of Driftwood and Roots

Third Place: 
Jane Hancock: Wild Plum, Prunus americana

Fourth Place: 
Ben Lander: California Wild Cucumber

People’s Choice (a tie) 
Howard Goltz: Chanterelle & Oak Tessellation
Barb Bjornson: Bleeding Heart 

Connie Scanlon
Crabapples

continued

This year’s show had 
3833 visitors!
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continued

Linda Powers
Spider Orchid Jane Hancock 

Wild Plum, Prunus americana

Ronda Dick
Collection of Driftwood and Roots

Ben Lander
California Wild Cucumber
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Barb Bjornson
Bleeding Heart

Howard Goltz 
Chanterellle & Oak Tessellation

Barb Bjornson
Star Gaszer Lily

5



Member News

Benjamin Lander
Wild Cucumber
Marah macrocarpa

Graphite on paper

“I was on my first hike up Whitewater Canyon 
north of Palm Springs in the California desert when 
this spiky golden orb caught my attention, tangled 
amongst the branches of a dried-out shrub. I took 
it home and promptly hung it from a shelf over my 
drawing table where for several years it dared me to 
pick up my pencil. I’m glad I finally did. 

Marah macrocarpa shares a common name and a 
similar habit to our local wild cucumber, 
Echinocystis lobata, but is not closely related.  
This specimen is rendered life-sized.”

Constance Scanlon
Two Blackberries
Rubus fruticosus
Watercolor on Kelmscott vellum
Honorable Mention 

“There is a magical botanical hunting 
ground in Minneapolis called the Eloise 
Butler Wildflower Garden. I hike there 
for inspiration and it rarely disap-
points. I was intrigued by these lovely 
blackberries because of their color, 
which begged for more than a passing 
glance. Anything in nature that hints of 
indigo, creates an insatiable curiosity, 
and almost always become the main 
character on stage in my next painting... “

continued

ASBA 24th Annual International

Three Great River Chapter members had work selected for the ASBA 24th Annual 
International. The exhibit opened at the Marin Art & Garden Center on September 19.  
45 artworks were selected from a record number of 260 entries. 

6



Member News

Ronda Dick
Mushroom and Lichen Collection
Pycnoporus cinnabarinus, Trametes 
versicolor, Phaeophyscia adiastola, 
Usnea hirta, Melanelia olivacea, 
Lepraria lobificans
Watercolor on paper

Ben and Ronda at the opening reception at the Marin Art and Garden Center in Ross California, Sunday, September 19.
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“I began learning Navajo weaving several years ago 
and have evolved into tapestry weaving. This past 
spring and summer I created tapestry designs from 
several of my small drawings. The weaving is still a 
challenge for me but the excitement of forming an 
image and working with color keeps me at it.”

Nancy Gehrig: From Drawings to Weavings

Member News
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Linda Powers 
Linda participated in the following exhibitions:
 
“Horizontal Grandeur” 13th Annual at the Stevens 
County Historical Society & Museum in Morris, 
MN, an annual juried exhibit iopen to artists from 
the prairie states.

“North of the 45th” 14th Annual at the DeVos 
Gallery at Northern Michigan University in 
Marquette, MI. This juried exhibition showcased art-
ists living in Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Michigan.

“Once and Again” Studio Art Alumni Exhibition at 
the University of Minnesota in Morris, MN
Juried exhibition of works by 54 graduates of Studio 
Art running from September 9 to October 2.

Three works were included in the Guild of Natural 
Science Illustrators virtual Members Exhibiton.

Kathe Wilcoxon 
Kathe’s painting Sea Holly was accepted into 
Artistry’s 45th Annual Members’ Juried Art 
Exhibition. The exhibition will be in the Inez 
Greenberg Gallery from October 1 to November 19.

Member News

Ronda Dick and Terry McFarland 
Ronda and Terry had work accepted into 
this year’s Minnesota State Fair Fine Arts 
Exhibition

Terry McFarland was happy to have her 
colored pencil piece Sunflower sell during the 
patron portion of the preview night.

Collection of Driftwood and Roots
Ronda Dick
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For Your Calendar

GRC Winter Newsletter 
Sumissions due: December 15, 2021

GRC Annual Lunch and Meeting
November 13, 2021
11:15-1:45
Edina Country Club
5100 Wooddale Avenue
Edina

Studio Days
Second Friday mornings of each month, from 10:00 to noon

2021 ASBA Conference
Virtual, Online October 13-17
Last day to register is October 6

ASBA Conference in Minneapolis
October 2025

In nature, nothing is perfect and everything is perfect.
—Alice Walker

Artwork appearing in the GRC newsletter is copyrighted by the individual artist. All rights reserved.
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Great River Chapter 
Mission Statement
 

Our mission is to create public awareness 

and appreciation for historical and 

contemporary botanical art in our community. 

To educate the public in plant diversity, 

regional ecology and preservation. 

To introduce the public to the beauty and 

usefulness of botanical art through exhibitions 

and provide a forum for artists to meet, share 

ideas and learn from one another.

Board Members
President
Pat Schmidt 
silverleafdesign.schmidt@gmail.com

Vice President
open

Secretary 
Julie Schlueter

Treasurer 
Connie Scanlon

Membership Chair
Sherry Sheahan

Newsletter Chair
Kathe Wilcoxon 
katewilcoxon@gmail.com

Exhibit Co-chairs
Barb Bjornson
barbbjornson@comcast.net

Ronda Dick 
trd3274@gmail.com

Website
Pat Schmidt
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